Revision total hip arthroplasty in patients with avascular necrosis.
This retrospective study compared the results of revision total hip arthroplasty (THA) in patients with avascular necrosis to patients with osteoarthritis. Twenty-two revision THAs (34 components) in 19 patients with avascular necrosis were compared with 35 revision THAs (55 components) in 31 patients with osteoarthritis. All of the procedures were performed by a single surgeon between 1981 and 1994, and all patients had a minimum of 2 years of follow-up. At the time of revision surgery, the average age was 54 years for the avascular necrosis patients and 67 years for the osteoarthritis patients (P=.002). Clinical and radiographic follow-up was performed for an average of 7 years (range: 2-12 years). Six (18%) components in the avascular necrosis group and nine (16%) components in the osteoarthritis group required re-revision for aseptic loosening an average of 7 years after the original revision (range: 2-11 years). Statistical analysis demonstrated no significant difference between the two groups in regard to the incidence of failure, time to failure, Harris Hip Score, and radiographic appearance. Contrary to expectations derived from the literature on primary THA, no difference was found between the outcome and survivorship of revision THA in patients with avascular necrosis and patients with osteoarthritis, despite a significant difference in age.